FOR UNIQUE

By Warren Manger
HEALT_H REPORTERV

A CHARITY windfall means cancer
patients will be able to find out more
about their condition in
Warwickshire. ' -

The Margaret Hills health shop in
Kenilworth launched its Catherine’s
Corner two years ago, with an inter-
net service and magazines provid-
ing advice about cancer.

It is the only centre of its kind for
patients and their relatives in the
Midlands.

Now the town’s Waltrose has do-
nated £260 to help the store and in-
ternational charity CANCERactive

update patients with the lates. in-
formation.

Julia Davies, a nutritional thera-
pist and manager of Margaret Hills,
said: “Cancer is still a taboo subject.
If you told people in the pub you
have been diagnosed with cancer
everyone would fall silent.

“But people can come here, look
up the latest research and talk to us
about how they are feeling — that’s
really important.”

Catherine’s Corner was created in
memory of Catherine Woollams,
who died of cancer in 2004.

Her father Chris was frustrated at
how long it took to research comple-
mentary therapies that her family

believe eventually helped Catherine
to live for a further three years —
five times longer than doctors ex-
pected.

So he vowed to collate as much ad-
vice and information as possible for
others, including the regular Icon
magazine.

Money to launch Catherine’s Cor-
ner at the shop, in Millar Court,
was raised by the people of Kenil-
worth.

Julia said: “A lot of people come in
are going through cancer or chemo-
therapy and try to do everything
they can to give themselves the best
possible chance.”

Several doctors surgeries in Kenil-
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worth now recommend patients with
cancer visit Margaret Hills to use the
resources. However, CANCERactive
relies on donations from the public
to keep that information up to date
with evolving research.

Marie Cockayne, who received the
cheque on behalf of CANCERactive
said: “This is immensely importan
to us as we don’t get any governmen
funding. We couldn’t keep doing
what we do if it weren't for the gen
erous support we get. f

“We believe prevention is bette:

.than cure with cancer and we wan

people to know how they can staj
healthy and reduce their risk of can

i

cer.



